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Jewish world, and at the same time in the Gentile world, presents
this double aspect. It is impossible to follow it out here in all
the details given by Guignebert, and we shall only point out the
results of the Diaspora.
It mast be remembered that before the settlement of Israel in
this land, which was the meeting-place of so many streams of cul-
ture,, the Babylonians, the Egyptians, the Uittites, and the JEgeans,
had left their traces there; that subsequently Israel had passed
under Canaanite influence, and that later, the Egyptians, the
Chaldceans, the Persians, the Greeks, whether Lagids or Seleucids,
and finally the Hellenized Romans, in spite of resistance or reac-
tion, had left their impress upon the Jewish mind. Contrary to
the generally accepted opinion, Jahwism had never escaped the
operation of the evolutionary principle that religion always draws
its sustenance from foreign elements. We find that the Jews were
ever increasingly influenced by an already well-developed syncret-
ism ; " it is not superfluous to repeat," says Guignebert, " that
syncretism was the normal religious form throughout the East,
whether Asiatic or Hellenized " (p. 87). And we find that in
virtue of its intellectual superiority Hellenism increasingly exer-
cised a preponderant influence upon Israel, either directly, or
indirectly through the influence of the Diaspora.
Here we shall find that striking novelties were incorporated
into Jahwism, an entire cosmology, an angelology, a demonology,
a mythology, an eschatology (p. 86). We shall see the extent to
which the Essenes, and especially the Palestinian sects, were
permeated by gnostic speculations, derived from Babylonia or
Persia, and by Pythagorean ideas and practices. But a specially
new and interesting feature of this volume is its study of the
Diaspora.
Widely differing causes, and not merely deportation or exile,
had brought about such a stream of emigration that, from the first
century before Christ, Jews were settled in most of the provinces
of the Roman empire, especially on the coasts of the Mediterranean
and the Euxine (p. 214). Philo claims that there were a million
Jews in Egypt, and the population of the entire Diaspora, at the
beginning of the Christian era, has been estimated at from four
to seven millions. The Jewish communities constituted petty
states within the State, and under the protection of the State.
point of view syncretism is a potent factor making for unification and
progress. At the end of his Cite antique, Fustel de Coulanges finely
contrasts paganism and Christianity : he says that Christianity " suc-
ceeds in overthrowing the local cults," " finally destroys the gods of
the city-states " ; " the spirit of propaganda replaces the principle of
exclusiveness." Part of what he says is applicable, in fact, to the
effects of syncretism.

